
Searching the EBSCO Databases 
 
After clicking on the EBSCO link (and logging in if required), click the EBSCOhost  link 
at the top of the next page. 

 
 
Next, choose the best collection for your needs or just click the Continue button. 
 
Now you are ready to search the database.  But first you have to change your topic phrase 
into a good search phrase.  For example, if your trying to find information about the cost 
of solar energy in the united states, you may want to type in the following: 
 

solar energy and cost and united states 
 

The word AND tells the computer that all of your search terms must be in the article. 
 

 
 
Click the Search button to perform the search.  You will see a results page in a few 
seconds. 
 
The first thing we recommend is to sort your results by relevance.  This pulls the best 
results to the top of your list. Of course, if you want the most current information, skip 
this step. 

 
 
Notice the drop box with the Relevance option and the arrows pointing to the date limit 
slider and the Search Options.  Using the date slider you can get rid of older articles and 
use the search options to find only articles longer than 1 or 2 pages (this gives you more 
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than just minimal material to work with).  Notice that article number 2 is only 2/3 of a 
page, which is often to short to help you in your project. 
 
To get an abstract or summary of an article (to find out if it will work for you), hover 
your mouse over the yellow page and magnifying glass icon.  This is a quick way to scan 
articles for usefulness. 
 

 
 
Once you find an article you like, you can print it save it, email it, or add it to an EBSCO 
folder to look at later. 

 
 
Even better, the yellow page has citations for the article all made up and ready!  No more 
trying to figure out how to do MLA, APA or others! 
 
To get back to your result list from an article, click the Result List link at the top of the 
page. 

 
You can always change your search terms with the Refine Search link next to the Result 
List link. 
 
If you have questions on searching this database, call the library at 674-7602 or send an 
e-mail question at http://www.tmcc.edu/library/contact/ 
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