
Finding World Cultures Information in the Library 
 
This resource guide will help you get started in finding information about cultures of the world and 
related topics.  The library has a large variety of resources about various cultures, their customs, food and 
religious practices.  Contact the library Reference Desk at 674-7602 if you need help. 
 
Finding an Overview of a Culture 
 
Encyclopedia of World Cultures 
 
The Encyclopedia of World Cultures is the best place to begin your research.  It is available in the library 
at GN 307 .E53 in the Reference Collection or online in the Gale Virtual Reference Library 
(http://go.galegroup.com/ps/start.do?p=GVRL&u=tmcc_main&authCount=1). 
 
There are several ways to search for a culture in this set.  If you know the name of a culture, you can type 
it in the search box.  If you have a country in mind and need to find cultures within, you can look in the 
eBook index and skim through the List of Cultures by Country.  Then you click the hyperlinked numbers. 
 

 
 
If you’re using the paper copy, look in the Index volume.   
 
Information in the articles often includes who the people are, where they are, language, history, settlement 
patterns, kinship and other details (see partial article below): 
 

 
++++++ 
Each article comes with a citation that you can copy and paste into your works cited page. 
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Books in the Library 
 
The library may have books on the specific culture you are studying, or on the country or region in which 
they reside. 
 
Other reference books that might be of help are the Worldmark Encyclopedia of Cultures and Daily Life 
(Reference GN 333 .W67), Ethnic Groups Worldwide (Reference GN 325 .L46) and the Encyclopedia of 
the Peoples of the World (Reference GN 495.4 .E53).  All three have various information on major 
cultures in the world. 
 
Click into the book catalog (http://tmcclib.tmcc.edu/vwebv/searchBasic?sk=en_US)  and try a keyword 
search for your ethnic group or culture.  In the case of the Dinka, you get lucky and get a few hits.  If you 
try the broader search Sudan, you find dozens of books and some videos.  These may or may not be 
useful.  Make note of the call number to find the book. 
 
Some excellent books for finding information about food and cultures can be found in the Reference 
collection and in the Oxford Reference database and in the Gale database (under the Multicultural Studies 
heading is American Indian Food). 
 
Reference Collection: 
 

 The Cambridge World History of Food (TX 353 .C255) – This excellent set of books covers 
various food types in detail and has detailed articles on regions and countries of the world.  The 
index in volume 2 is the place to start. 

 
 The Encyclopedia of Food and Culture (GT 2850 .E56) – This set covers foods as well as food 

production and storage, festivals and feasts around the world, and religious aspects of food.  The 
indexes at the back of volume 3 are your starting point. 
 

 The Oxford Companion to Food (TX 349 .D36) – This book has short articles on all types of 
foods as well as coverage of culture, religion, and national/regional dishes. 

 
Books in ebrary 
 
The ebrary collection has 20,000 titles on a variety of topics.  Try an ADVANCED search for your 
culture and the main country they live in (Dinka and Sudan for example): 
 

 
With results such as these: (next page) 
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♦ These books are all available full-text.  You should log in and create a personal Bookshelf, which 

allows you to highlight, bookmark and print selections from the books.  Call the library at 775-674-
7602 to find out how and download the User Guide to learn more about using ebrary. 

 
Additional Sources 
 
There are several ways to find details about a culture (such as food and drink, religion and myth, and 
education). 
 
Online sources may include: 
 
♦ The Gale Virtual Reference Library has an Encyclopedia of Food & Culture (click the History 

heading).  Searching this source for “Sudan and food” finds two entries. 
 
♦ Oxford Reference Online has several mythology sources, as well as some religion, food and  history 

references. 
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JSTOR, Anthrosource, EBSCO and ProQuest 
 
These are our main magazine and journal databases.  JSTOR has a wide range of journals, while 
Anthrosorce has current anthropology journals.  EBSCO and ProQuest have magazines, journals and 
newspapers.  Let’s look at search examples in JSTOR and EBSCO. 
JSTOR 
 
In JSTOR, always use the Advanced search.  This allows you to search specific disciplines and add a date 
range. 
The image below shows a search for sudan and food in article abstracts.  8 articles were found in various 
journals. 
 

 
 
EBSCO 
 
Searching sudan and food as subject headings in EBSCO finds more current information: 
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