Finding Alternative Energy/Renewable Energy Information in the Library
This resource guide will help you get started in finding information about alternative
energy and related topics.

The best place to start your research is in the CQ Researcher or Issues & Controversies
databases.

Electronic Resources

CQ Researcher

From the library home page (http://www.tmcc.edu/library/) click on Do Research, then
Electronic Resources, and then CQ Researcher in the Current/Controversial Issues

section of the page. Type “alternative energy” into the search box. You will see results
something like the image below:
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Notice that the article titles give you other related topics such as “alternative fuels”,
“energy policy” and so on. “Renewable Energy” is a very good search phrase This is
very helpful as it quickly offers up a list of search terms for you to use in expanding or
narrowing your search. Notice that the dates are sometimes older (as is the case for the
Alternative Energy article). The article still has quality information, it’s just a bit out of
date.

These articles are about 25 pages long and have an overview of the topic, statistics,
background, and additional sources about the topic. They are an excellent starting point.
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http://library.cqpress.com/cqres/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=titlepage.htm

Issues & Controversies

Another great database to try. Like CQ, Issues & Controversies offers in-depth articles
about social and political topics. This database is also linked out of the
Current/Controversial Issues part of our Electronic Resources page. Try the same
search in Issues, and notice the difference in search results.

Title. |Showal = Date.

1. key Events in the History of Renewable Energy (sidebar) May 25, 2007

2. Maotable Recessions in LS. Histary (sidehar) March 21, 2008
3. An Overview of Renewahle Energy Sources (sidebar) May 25, 2007

4. Engineers Seekto Capture the Power of Qcean Currents (sidebar) May 25, 2007

a. The "Dirty Dozen’ (sidehar) July 23,1999

a. How Will Electric IHility Competition Work? (sidebar) April 03, 1993
7. Hydrogen Power January 16, 200
a. Fuel Prices July 28, 2000

9. Hydroelectric Energy April 16, 2004
10.  Global Warming Decemhber 08, 1
11.  Update: Global Warming April 13, 2007
12.  Ethanol Fuel July 21, 2008

Within these results, you can see even more specific subtopics in the area of alternative
energy. You find articles about ethanol, hydroelectric energy, and things called
“sidebars” which are parts of larger articles.

These articles also contain statistics, background information, and additional readings.

Once you have the overall picture of alternative fuels, you are ready to find magazine,
newspaper articles, books and web sites about the topic.

Oxford Digital Reference Shelf/Oxford Reference Online

These databases have some excellent information on this topic. For best results, search
“renewable energy” in these databases. Click Oxford Digital Reference Shelf or Oxford
Reference Online to begin your search. You have to click down a few layers to get to the
encyclopedias.

In Oxford Reference, click Earth & Environmental Sciences, then click on the
Encyclopedia of Global Change (available in both databases). It has good coverage of

Renewable Energy, Hydrogen as an energy source, and an excellent discussion of the use
of resources by humans.

In the Oxford Digital Reference Shelf, the Encyclopedia of the Modern World has a
good article on Energy, as well as information on Global Warming and related topics.
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EBSCO

EBSCO is one of our full-text magazine, journal and newspaper collections. It has
several thousand titles and has some full-text coverage going back to at least 1975. As
opposed to the general sources we searched above, EBSCO can provide current and very
specific information on a variety of topics. In the General Magazine and Journal
Collections section of our Electronic Articles page, click on EBSCO, then EBSCOhost
Web, and then on the Continue button.

When building a search in EBSCO, you want to be fairly specific. Just entering
“alternative energy” will find thousands of articles. You don’t want that! You want to
try specific phrases to find information to fill in details from the overview you got in the
CQ and Issues databases.

For example, you might want to focus on the cost of alternative energy as opposed to
fossil fuels. Try a search phrase such as “alternative energy and cost and fossil fuel.”
This finds about 20 articles, several of which are excellent. The sources include
government reports, journals and magazines. (See the screen shot below):
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You can sort results by relevance (as in the example above) or find similar articles using
the Subjects on the left side of the page. These can help if you get too many results.
Clicking on a relevant heading can help you narrow your search. In our example above,
we created a very targeted search and thus had a good result list to work with.

Most articles have a magnifying glass symbol next to the title. Move your mouse over

these to see abstracts for articles. If your search terms do not appear in the abstract or as
a Subject Term, you probably want to move on to a more relevant article.
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Books

You also may want to find a few books to support your research. Under Do Research,
click the TMCC Online Book Catalog link. Type in “alternative energy” and be sure to
enclose the phrase in quotes. This tells the system you want items with that exact phrase,
and NOT either word alternative or energy. Quick example — the keyword search
alternative energy finds 894 items. Some are very relevant, but very messy results! The
keyword search ““alternative energy” finds 12 items, all of which could be relevant to
your search. Once you get the call number for the book, you can find it on the shelf and
see if it will work for you.

Web Sites

In the case of alternative energy, there are some excellent federal web sites out there.
You can also browse the many alternative energy industry websites for information as
well. Listed below are a few to get you started:

» Renewable and Alternative Fuels Basics 101 -
http://www.eia.doe.gov/basics/renewalt_basics.html. This set of links from the
federal Energy Information Administration outlines various alternative sources of
energy including solar, biomass, wind and geothermal.

» Renewable and Alternative Fuels U. S. Data -

http://www.eia.doe.gov/fuelrenewable.html. This page has statistics on

alternative energy sources — usage, capacity and generation.

The American Wind Energy Association - http://www.awea.org/

American Solar Energy Society - http://www.ases.org/

The Alternative Energy Network - http://osen.org/. Alternative energy, news,

blogs, and more.
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