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Latinx Definition 

NOUN - North American 
A person of Latin American origin or descent (used as a gender-neutral or 
non-binary alternative to Latino or Latina)
• ‘the books share stories of the civil rights struggle for African Americans, 

Latinxs, and LGBTQ people’
• ‘a career network for Latinx who are looking for jobs’

ADJECTIVE - North American 
Relating to people of Latin American origin or descent (used as a gender-
neutral or non-binary alternative to Latino or Latina)
• ‘a unique Latinx perspective that other shows don't really capture’
• ‘Latinx students’

Oxford Living Dictionary

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/Latinx


Latinx Origin 

Began emerging 2004. 
Climbing in online searches since 2014. 
June 2016 peak. 

• Google Trends 

Early 21st century: American Spanish, alteration of Latino or 
Latina with -x replacing the masculine -o and feminine -a 
endings; perhaps influenced by Mx.

• Oxford Living Dictionary

Mx. 
• “The gender-neutral Mx. is used as a title for those who do not identify as being of a 

particular gender, or for people who simply don't want to be identified by gender.”
• Merriam Webster 

https://trends.google.com/trends/explore?date=all&q=Latinx
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/Latinx
https://www.merriam-webster.com/words-at-play/mx-gender-neutral-title


“What does Latinx mean?”

“Used by scholars, activists and an increasing number of 
journalists, Latinx is quickly gaining popularity among 
the general public. It’s part of a “linguistic revolution“ 
that aims to move beyond gender binaries and is 
inclusive of the intersecting identities of Latin American 
descendants. In addition to men and women from all 
racial backgrounds, Latinx also makes room for people 
who are trans, queer, agender, non-binary, gender non-
conforming or gender fluid.”
• Huffington Post 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/why-people-are-using-the-term-latinx_us_57753328e4b0cc0fa136a159


“The Rise of Latinx”

“By dismantling some of the gendering within Spanish, 
Latinx helped modernize the idea of a pan-Latin 
American experience—or Latinidad—one that reflects 
what it means to be of Latin American descent in today’s 
world. The term also better reflects Latin America's 
diversity, which is more in line with intersectionality, the 
study of the ways that different forms of oppression (e.g. 
sexism, racism, classism, and heterosexism) intersect.”
• Complex

http://www.complex.com/life/2016/04/latinx/rise-latinx


Latinx Resistance 

American appropriation of Spanish language.  

X as a letter at the ends of words in Spanish is 
unpronounceable, not conjugatable, and frankly 
confusing. 

• The Phoenix 

http://swarthmorephoenix.com/2015/11/19/the-argument-against-the-use-of-the-term-latinx/


Terry Blas

http://terryblas.tumblr.com/post/125297258394/apologies-i-dont-know-how-to-put-something-under


Terry Blas

http://terryblas.tumblr.com/post/125297258394/apologies-i-dont-know-how-to-put-something-under


Latinx Locally 

UNR – Latinx Student Advisory Board



Latinx Locally 

UNR – The Center – Las Culturas Initiative 



Latinx at TMCC

Let’s start it!
•Inclusivity
•Progression 
•Intersectionality 
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